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Abstract. This article explores the symbiotic relationship between scientific-

research activity and pedagogical proficiency among university English

e g '\ language tutors. The author argues that research is not merely an administra-
S
s

tive requirement but a foundational component of modern academic labor that
informs classroom practice, enhances student outcomes, and facilitates
professional growth. By bridging the gap between theoretical linguistics and
practical methodology, tutors can integrate innovative technologies and
evidence-based strategies to ensure high-quality educational results. Drawing
on the concept of "Action Research," the study posits that educators who
systematically investigate their own practices exhibit higher levels of adaptabi-
lity and job satisfaction. Research serves as the engine for adopting cutting-
A\ edge frameworks such as Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL),
3 ' Flipped Classrooms, and Task-Based Language Teaching (TBLT). Professional
Competencies: Engagement in research fosters lifelong learning, cognitive
, development regarding sociolinguistic shifts (e.g., English as a Lingua Franca),
i 4 and analytical skills for diagnosing learning gaps. Institutional Impact: Beyond

I the classroom, research contributions through publications and conferences

1 TN elevate institutional rankings and ensure curriculum rigor. The article catego-

1 rizes 25 priority areas for research, emphasizing: Al & digital innovation;
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for the researcher-tutor. The author outlines essential competencies required to
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In the contemporary landscape of Higher Education, the role of an
English language tutor has transcended the mere transmission of lin-
guistic knowledge. As globalization and digitalization reshape communi-
cation, the demand for innovative instructional strategies has intensi-
fied. However, a gap often exists between theoretical pedagogical ad-
vancements and practical classroom application (Bond et al., 2018).

The problem lies in the perceived dichotomy between “teaching”
and “researching”. For a university tutor, scientific-research work re-
garding teaching methods is frequently viewed as an administrative
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burden rather than a tool for professional survival
and excellence (Brew, 2003).

Analysis of Recent Research and Publications.
Recent studies in Applied Linguistics and Pedagogy
highlight the concept of the “Teacher-Researcher”.
Research suggests that educators who engage in
Action Research — the systematic investigation of
their own teaching practices — exhibit higher levels
of adaptability and job satisfaction. Furthermore,
publications in the TESOL Quarterly and ELT Jour-
nal — emphasize that evidence-based practice is the
gold standard for language acquisition. Despite this,
there remains a need to further define how specific
research activities integrate into the daily workload
of university faculty to ensure “Effective English
Language Teaching” (EELT) (Das, 2017).

Purpose and Tasks of the Article. The purpose of
this article is to substantiate the necessity of scien-
tific-research work as a core element of a university
tutor’s professional identity.

The tasks include:

¢ |dentifying the impact of research activity on
the quality of ELT.

e Qutlining the primary forms of research en-
gagement for language tutors.

e Proposing a framework for integrating re-
search into the pedagogical cycle.

Scientific-research work (SRW) serves as the
engine for methodological evolution. In the context
of English language instruction, this work manifests
in three primary dimensions:

1. Methodological Innovation and Evidence-
Based Teaching

Tutors who engage in research are more likely to
adopt and refine cutting-edge methodologies such
as Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL),
Flipped Classrooms, and Task-Based Language
Teaching (TBLT). Rather than following a textbook
blindly, the researcher-tutor evaluates the efficacy
of these methods through empirical observation
and data collection (Garcia-Pefialvo, 2021).

2. The Development of Professional Competencies

Research activity forces the tutor to remain a
“lifelong learner”. This involves:

e Cognitive Development: staying updated with
the latest linguistic theories and sociolinguistic shifts
(e.g., the rise of English as a Lingua Franca).

¢ Analytical Skills: developing the ability to diag-
nose student learning gaps using qualitative and
guantitative metrics (Gupta, 2017).

e Reflective Practice: critically evaluating one’s
own performance to eliminate outdated or ineffec-
tive instructional habits.

3. Contribution to the Academic Community

A tutor’s research work extends beyond the
individual classroom. By publishing findings, atten-
ding conferences, and participating in peer reviews,
the tutor contributes to the collective knowledge of
the university. This elevates the institutional ranking
and ensures that the curriculum remains academi-
cally rigorous and globally competitive (Akerlind,
2011).

Key Finding: the integration of research into
teaching reduces “pedagogical burnout” by trans-
forming repetitive instructional tasks into an on-
going scientific inquiry.

Here is a list of 25 actual areas for scientific-
research work in effective English Language Teach-
ing (ELT) methods, categorized by modern pedago-
gical trends for 2025-2026:

I. Artificial Intelligence & Digital Innovation

e Large Language Models (LLMs) for Feedback:
the actionability of automated feedback on student
writing and speaking (Henderson et al., 2017).

e Al-Powered Speech Scoring: using tools like
Whisper to analyze and score learner phonetic
realizations.

e Conversational Al Tutors: enhancing fluency
through real-time, dynamic interactions with Al
chatbots (Le, 2016).

e Immersive VR/AR Environments: simulating
real-world scenarios to practice listening and spea-
king in context.

e Gamification Strategies: impact of interactive
games, rewards, and social learning features on
student motivation.

e Adaptive Learning Platforms: effectiveness of
personalized learning paths driven by Big Data and
machine learning (Lidell & Lundin, 2022).

Il. Cognition & Instructional Techniques

e Spaced Retrieval Practice: long-term memory
retention of English vocabulary and grammar
through interval testing.

e Interaction + Corrective Feedback: researching
the negotiation of meaning and its impact on gram-
mar accuracy (Lynova & Bulvinska, 2020).

¢ Input Flood & Focus on Form: strategies for
enhancing grammar awareness and noticing in
learners.

e English for Employability: Aligning language
instruction with modern workforce-aligned learning
goals.
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Scientific-research work in English Language
Teaching (ELT) requires a unique fusion of pedago-
gical expertise and rigorous scientific inquiry. To
effectively bridge the gap between classroom prac-
tice and scientific advancement, researchers must
master a specific set of competencies (Pettersson,
2021).

Core Scientific Research Skills: The foundation of
effective ELT research lies in traditional scientific
methodologies adapted for educational settings.

Analytical and Critical Thinking: Essential for
evaluating existing literature, spotting gaps in cur-
rent methodologies, and interpreting complex
linguistic data without bias.

Data Collection and Management: Proficiency in
both quantitative (surveys, experiments, corpus
linguistics) and qualitative (interviews, case studies,
field observations) methods is vital for gathering
credible evidence (Savchenko & Terzi, 2023).

Pushed Output Tasks: encouraging syntactic
restructuring and output accuracy through challen-
ging production tasks.

e Task Repetition with Variation: effects of re-
peated tasks on proceduralization and fluency.

. Modern Methodologies & Frameworks

e Flipped Classrooms: comparing student en-
gagement and outcomes in hybrid vs. traditional
models.

e Project-Based Learning (PBL): integrating Eng-
lish with non-linguistic problem-solving to build
cognitive skills.

e Multimodal Literacy: teaching students to
interpret and create meaning across text, audio,
video, and interactive media.

e Microlearning: the effectiveness of bite-sized
lessons in higher education for students with busy
schedules.

e Argument Mapping: using structured visuals to
improve academic reasoning and writing in English.

IV. Socio-Cultural & Inclusive Pedagogy

e Inclusive Language Practices: researching the
integration of pronoun awareness and culturally
sensitive terminology.

e Global Issues in ELT: The role of "taboo" topics
(politics, social justice) in fostering critical thinking.

e Translanguaging & Inclusivity: celebrating
linguistic diversity by allowing the use of native
languages to bridge learning.

e Teacher Well-being & Professionalism: the
impact of teacher sustainability and mental health on
instructional quality (Machado-Taylor et al., 2023).

e Soft Skills Integration: embedding communica-
tion, empathy, and emotional intelligence into the
English curriculum.

¢ |LC International Language Centres.

V. Specific Purposes & Assessment

e English for Academic Purposes (EAP): strategies
to bridge the proficiency gap for international stu-
dents in higher education (Nemorin & Selwyn, 2023).

e Forensic Phonetics: researching how bilingual
speakers change voice quality when switching lan-
guages.

e Remote Proctoring & Skill-Based Testing: tran-
sitioning from rigid exams to real-world language
use assessments.

e English for Employability: aligning language
instruction with modern workforce-aligned learning
goals.

e English for Employability: aligning language
instruction with modern workforce-aligned learning
goals.

Scientific-research work in English Language
Teaching (ELT) requires a unique fusion of pedago-
gical expertise and rigorous scientific inquiry. To
effectively bridge the gap between classroom prac-
tice and scientific advancement, researchers must
master a specific set of competencies (Pettersson,
2021):

Core Scientific Research Skills: the foundation of
effective ELT research lies in traditional scientific
methodologies adapted for educational settings.

Analytical and Critical Thinking: essential for
evaluating existing literature, spotting gaps in cur-
rent methodologies, and interpreting complex
linguistic data without bias.

Data Collection and Management: proficiency in
both quantitative (surveys, experiments, corpus
linguistics) and qualitative (interviews, case studies,
field observations) methods is vital for gathering
credible evidence (Savchenko & Terzi, 2023).

Ethical Judgment: researchers must navigate the
ethical implications of conducting studies with
human participants, ensuring privacy and adhe-
rence to institutional protocols.

Technical Writing and Dissemination: the ability
to draft scientific articles using specific citation
styles (such as APA for social sciences) is necessary
for sharing findings with the global academic com-
munity (Sutherland & Ho, 2020).

Pedagogical-Specific Competencies: for research
to be “effective” in an ELT context, it must be
grounded in classroom reality.

Nataliia Vasylyshyna, https://doi.org/10.37472/v.naes.2026.8106 3



Haykoso-aHanimuyHi donoeidi i mamepianu

Action Research Skills: practitioners must be able
to conduct research within their own classrooms to
solve immediate teaching challenges, often using
the “Five Cs”: commitment, collaboration, concern,
consideration, and change.

Disciplinary Knowledge: deep mastery of English
language mechanics (grammar, phonetics) and
pedagogical theories (Communicative Language
Teaching, Task-Based Learning) is required to design
valid experiments (Visser-Wijnveen, 2025).

Technology Integration (ICT Literacy): with the
rise of digital learning, researchers must be skilled in
using and evaluating Al tools and digital platforms
for language acquisition.

Modern Adaptive Skills: in the current research
landscape, "soft" and digital skills have become
equally important.

Responsible Adaptability: the research environ-
ment is rapidly evolving with Al; successful re-
searchers must remain open to new tools and shift-
ing societal needs.

Collaboration and Networking: high-impact ELT
research often involves working in teams and respec-
ting diverse intercultural perspectives (Xiao, 2021).

This article examines the symbiotic relationship
between scientific-research activities and pedagogi-
cal proficiency among university English language
tutors. It explores how systematic engagement in
methodological research informs classroom prac-
tice, enhances student outcomes, and facilitates
professional growth. The study emphasizes that
research is not a supplementary task but a founda-
tional component of modern academic labor in the
field of Higher Education.

The article examines the symbiotic relationship
between scientific-research activities and the peda-
gogical effectiveness of university English language
tutors. The author argues that research work is not
merely a formal requirement but a critical compo-
nent of professional growth that directly enhances
instructional methods. By analyzing modern ap-
proaches to language acquisition, the study high-
lights how continuous investigative practice allows
tutors to integrate innovative technologies and
evidence-based strategies into the classroom.

The findings suggest that the professional identi-
ty of a contemporary university tutor must bridge
the gap between theoretical linguistics and practical
classroom methodology to ensure high-quality
student outcomes.

Scientific-research work is not an adjunct to
teaching; it is the very mechanism that ensures

teaching remains effective, relevant, and engaging.
For the university tutor, research provides the em-
pirical backbone for pedagogical decisions, moving
the profession from “intuition-based” to "evidence-
based." The synergy between investigating language
acquisition and facilitating it creates a superior
learning environment for students and a more
sustainable career path for educators.

Future research should focus on the institutional
support systems required to foster this research-
teaching nexus. Specifically, exploring how Al-driven
analytical tools can assist tutors in conducting
“Micro-Research” within their classrooms would be
a valuable next step in evolving the professional
activity of university English instructors.
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HAYKOBO-AOC/TIAHA POBOTA B TA/TY3| EGEKTUBHUX METO/IB BUK/TALAHHA
AHTTIINCHKOT MOBM AK HEBIZ'EMHA CKNALOBA NMPO®ECIMHOT AIANbHOCTI
YHIBEPCUTETCbKOIO BUKNALAYA AHIINCHKOT MOBH

BacunmwmunHa Hatania MakcumisHa
0oKmMop nedazoziyHuX HayK, npogecop, npogecop Kagedpu iHO3EMHUX MO8 MA NepeKknady
akynbmemy MixHApPOOHUX 8iOHOCUH [lep#a8HO20 yHisepcumemy
«Kuiscokul asiayitiHut iHcmumymy, Kuis, YkpaiHa

AHOomauia. ¥ cmammi npedcmasneHo pesynemamu O00CAIOHeHHA CUMbBIOMUYHO20 38'A3KY MIiX HAYKOBO-
docnioHot dianbHicmio ma nedazoziyHor malicmepHicmio 8uKk1adayie aHanilicbkoi Mogu y 3aK1adax suuwoi oceimu.
ObrpyHmosaHo, W0 Haykosa poboma € He auuie aOMiHICMpPamueHOK 8UMO200, G OCHOBONOMOHHUM KOMNOHEHMOM
cyyacHoi akademiyHoi npaui, AKul 6e3nocepedHbO 6NAUBAE HA HABYA/ABHUU NPouec, NOKPAWye pe3ynemamu
cmyoeHmie ma cnpuse NPogeciliHomy 3pOCMAHHIO.

Jlonaroyu po3pus Mix meopemuyHOoK /iHeBICMUKOK ma NPAKMUYHOK MemoO0s02IE, BUKAAOAYI MOMYMb
iHmeepysamu iHHoBauiliHi mexHonoeii ma cmpameeaii, 3acHo8aHi Ha OoKa3ax, 0715 3ab6e3ne4yeHHs BUCOKOI AKocmi
oceimu. Cnuparoyucs Ha KoHuenuito «Action Research» (0ocnioweHHs Oi€to), y 0ocniomeHHi cmeepoxryemscs, uio
nedaeoau, AKI CUCMEMAMUYHO 8UBYAKOMb B/GCHY NPAKMUKY, 0eMOoHCmpytome guuwuli piseHs adanmusHocmi ma
3a0080n1eHOCMi pobomoto.

JlocnidHuybKa disnbHICMe sucmynae pywiliHO cusioko 0714 8NPOBAOHEeHHA nepedosux mooeseli HABYaHHSA, MAKUX
AK: CLIL (npedmemHo-mosHe iHmezposaHe Has4YaHHsA), Flipped Classroom («nepesepHymul knac»); TBLT (3a80aHHA-
OpIEHMOBAHE HABYAHHA).

Po3KkpusaromMbCA KA04Y08i acnekmu 00CiOMeHHS:

MpogeciliHi komnemeHmHocmi: Ydyacme y 0ocnioxeHHAx cnpuse besnepepsHomy Has4yaHHto (lifelong learning),
KO2HIMUBHOMY pPO3BUMKY 8 KOHMEKCMI COUioniHe8ICMUYHUX 3MIiH (HaNPUKAao, aHeniliCbKa AK M0OBA MiXHAPOOHO20
ChinkysaHHA — ELF) ma ¢popmy8aHHIO aHAMIMUYHUX HABUYOK 014 0id2HOCMUKU NPO2asuH Y 3HAHHSAX.

[HemumyuitHul ennus: [ybaikauii ma y4acme y KOHpepeHuisx nidsuwyoms pelimuHeu yHigepcumemis ma
3a6e3ne4yyrome rpyHmMoBHICMb HaBYAAbHUX NPO2PAM.

MpiopumemHi Hanpamu: Aemop suokpemtoe 25 Hanpsamie 0ocnioxceHs, akueHmyoyu yeaey Ha LU ma yugpposux
iHHOBaUiAX, KO2HIMuUBIicMuUui, coyiokyanbmypHili nedazoeaiyi ma cneuianbHuUx uindax Hae4yaHHA (ESP).

OkpecneHo HeobxiOHi kKomnemeHuyil 0519 NOOOAAHHA PO3PUBY MIX MEOopPIEd Ma NPAKMUKOK: 8i0 mpaduyiliHux i
cymo nedazoei4Hux 00 Cy4acHuUx adanmusHUX HOBUYOK, 30KpemMa uugposoi 2pamomHocmi 0414 OUiHKU iHcmpymeHmie
LUI ma mepexcesoi 83aemMOOii 8 MiHCKyAbmMypHOMY cepedosuui.

Y 8UCHOBKGX 303HAYAEMBCA, WO HAYKOB0-00Cni0OHa poboma nepesodums npogecito 8uxknadavya 3 pieHsA
«iHMyimusHo2o» Ha pieeHb «O0KA308020» HABYAHHSA, 3anobiearoyu  NPO@eciiHOMY BULOPAHHIO  W/IAXOM
mpaHcgopmauii  pymuHHUX 3a80aHb y nocmilHull Haykosull nowyK. [lepcnekmuea nodansbwux 00CniOHeHb
86QYAEMbCA Y BUBYEHHA cUCMEM IHCMUMYUIGHOI NidmMpuUMKU Mma 8UKOPUCMAHHA IHcmpymeHmis LI 0na nposedeHHA
«MiKpodocnioneHb» beanocepedHbo 8 ayoumopii.

Knroyosi cnosa: suwa ocsima; nedaeozivyHi 00CniOmeHHsA, 8uknadaHHA aHenilicekoi mosu (ELT); npodeciliHul
p0o38UMOK;, Memo0dosoeif;, aKademiyHa OOCKOHAsIiCMb, HayKogo-0ocnioHa poboma, nedazoeiyHa Memooosoe2is;
yHisepcumemcoKul 8UK1a0QY, epekmusHiCMmb HABYAHHA, HMe2pauis axkademiyHUx O0O0CniOHeHb, HABYAHHSA
npomazom ¥umms, OUGAKMUYHA KOMNemeHmMHicme.

OTpumaHo: 5 ciyHa 2026 p.
MpwuitHAaTo: 25 ntotoro 2026 p.
OnybnikoBaHo: 6 KBiTHA 2026 p.
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