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        There is a perception that teaching English to lawyers is essentially teaching legal studies to 

those learning the language. While this may be true in some cases, a significant number of students 

are already working within their own linguistic environment. The role of the teacher in both cases 

is not to offer legal concepts to students. On the contrary, it is to provide students with 

opportunities to develop their language skills in a specific legal context. Teachers of English for 

lawyers are first and foremost teachers of English. Teaching legal English differs from teaching 

general English. It involves the selection of texts for listening and reading, tasks, vocabulary in 

grammar and vocabulary exercises. In addition to important linguistic issues, there are a number 

of relevant factors that affect the teaching of English to lawyers. Introducing specific legal 

concepts in English gives the student important practice in his or her field of law. In addition, at 

the request of students, the teacher can expand their understanding of a specific area of law, legal 

research. 

       Most modern methods of teaching foreign languages are communicatively oriented. One of 

the main features is the creativity of students. It is precisely creative tasks that are today a feature 

of modernity. They allow us to build work in a new way not only in terms of oral expression, but 

also during other types of speech activity. 

       As a consequence, to shape foreign language skills and competencies in students studying the 

university discipline “English for Specialty” in teaching practice the study pattern of nine 

interconnected creative, problem solving, critical thinking assignments have been developed in 

order not only to expand students’ knowledge in legal English, but also to motivate them to think 

critically, express personal opinions, views towards certain law issues. 

      Assignment #1: Open the group discussion by paraphrasing the quotations below. Which one 

do you agree with? Why? 

− Justice will not be served until those who are unaffected are as outraged as those who are. 

Benjamin Franklin. 

− In matters of truth and justice, there is no difference between large and small problems, for 

issues concerning the treatment of people are all the same. Albert Einstein. 

− There may be times when we are powerless to prevent injustice, but there must never be a 

time when we fail to protest. Elie Wiesel. 

− Where justice is denied, where poverty is enforced, where ignorance prevails, and where 

any one class is made to feel that society is an organized conspiracy to oppress, rob and degrade 

them, neither persons nor property will be safe. Frederick Douglass. 

− Justice that love gives is a surrender, justice that law gives is a punishment. Mahatma 

Gandhi (Vernoff, E. and Shore, R., 2022). 

         Assignment #2: Read the article and translate it into Ukrainian. 

PART 1 “WHY DO WE NEED THE LAW?” 

Almost everything we do is governed by some set of rules. There are rules for games, for 

social clubs, for sports and for adults in the workplace. There are also rules imposed by morality 

and custom that play an important role in telling us what we should and should not do. However, 

some rules – those made by the state or the courts – are called “laws”. Laws resemble morality 

because they are designed to control or alter our behavior. But unlike rules of morality, laws are 

enforced by the courts; if you break a law – whether you like that law or not – you may be forced 

to pay a fine, pay damages, or go to prison. 

Why are some rules so special that they are made into laws? Why do we need rules that 

everyone must obey? In short, what is the purpose of law? 



If we did not live in a structured society with other people, laws would not be necessary. We 

would simply do as we please, with little regard for others. But ever since individuals began to 

associate with other people – to live in society – laws have been the glue that has kept society 

together. For example, the law in our country states that we must drive our cars on the right-hand 

side of a two-way street. If people were allowed to choose at random which side of the street to 

drive on, driving would be dangerous and chaotic. Laws regulating our business affairs help to 

ensure that people keep their promises. Laws against criminal conduct help to safeguard our 

personal property and our lives (Lave, j. and Wenger, E., 2021). 

 

Assignment #3: Discuss the meanings of the underlined words and phrases. 

 

Assignment #4: Write the plan to the text and summarize it in a written form using the linking 

devices from task #4 on page# 7. 

 

Assignment #5: Prove the content comprehension of the article with 10 questions for 

groupmates’ discussion. Exchange the list of enquiries with other partners and make up dialogues 

with them. 

 

Assignment #6:  Using paper dictionaries, on-line translation, on-line dictionaries change the 

following article into Ukrainian putting it in your own words. Comment on what you have read. 

 

СТАТТЯ№2 ЕТИЧНІ ПИТАННЯ В ЮРИДИЧНОМУ БІЗНЕСІ 

Етика – це набір моральних принципів, які змушують людей поводитися так, а не 

інакше. Юристи приймають рішення, що пов’язані з етичними питаннями, щодня, коли 

думають, як захистити, як представити інтереси клієнта. Корпоративні юристи, котрі 

працюють у великих фірмах, в своїй практиці також повинні діяти етично. 

Конфлікт інтересів. Юристи не можуть надавати послуги у тих справах, по яких у 

них існує конфлікт інтересів. Наприклад, працюючи в одній фірмі, вони не повинні 

представляти клієнтів, котрі мають протилежні інтереси. 

Юридичні фірми – це великі організації, які представляють сотні клієнтів. У зв’язку з 

цим багато з них використовують спеціальні комп’ютерні програми, за допомогою яких 

перевіряють, чи немає у них конфлікту інтересів по кожній конкретній справі. 

На сьогодні правил етики юриста в Україні ніхто не приймав, а от для адвокатів вони 

існують. Минулого року Рада адвокатів України розглянула на своєму засіданні питання 

стосовно конфлікту інтересів для адвоката і надала відповідні рекомендації (Етичні питання 

в юридичному бізнесі, 2014). 

Assignment #7:  Write a opinion essay based on topic “The Main Determinants of 

Committing Crime by Modern Person” applying the following linkers: to express opinion, in my 

opinion, personally, I think/ I believe (that I strongly believe that, it is clear (to me) that, 

I(completely) agree/disagree with, it seems to me that, as I see it, in my view, from my point of 

view, as far I am concerned, I am sure/ convinced that, I (dis)agree with the statement, because 

my main reason is/another reason, one reason for is, many people say/ believe that, because, since, 

because of/ due to. 

Assignment #8: Make a project on theme “Global Justice: Barriers and Opportunities” in 

three possible deliveries: a) presentation in front of audience with personal speech and comments; 

b) written report-analysis based on collective data from various sources; c) multimedia option 

presented by means of selected topical videos. 

Assignment #9: Write down your own profile as a modern lawyer, using the information below.  

In summary, it worth mentioning that the outcomes of teaching Legal English are that future 

legal students will be able to construct speech and understand and interpret foreign legal texts 

using specific terminology and vocabulary. In this context, encouraging discussion of situations 

and role-playing games is useful in order to improve the oral skills of the candidates. An excellent 



method of developing listening skills in the absence of native speakers is authentic speaking 

materials. The use of the communicative method in the educational process has proven to be very 

effective in achieving communication goals.  

Therefore, teachers should develop different types of exercises for students and apply them 

during classes in order to deepen their legal English skills. In addition, language learning is more 

effective when it is integrated into the study of law, and not separately from it or as a supplement 

to it. This means that the language is not studied in isolation, but only in direct connection with 

the tasks that students have to perform while working in legal enterprises or studying at university. 

Moreover, the linguistic focus stems from the actual legal materials used. 
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